MyAddressDB

v. 1.5.6

Purpose

MyAddressDB program is intended for simple batch operations with built-in contacts database. There are two application supported at current time: Address Book and Contacts (the Address Book replacement for latest Palm devices – T|E, T|T5, LD etc). The program allows changing initial phone numbers digits. This operation is actual for situations when ABX indexes changing, telecom operator’s codes changing and so on. Program’s author is Ilya Danilov. See additional info at your site http://www.idanilov.ru 

Using and distribution

This Software and any related documentation is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. Author specifically disclaims all warranties, expressed or implied, including but not limited to implied warranties of fitness for any particular purpose and of merchantability. See license-en.txt file from distribution archive for details. Briefly: 1) this is free software 2) you can distribute it freely on conditions of initial distributive archive invariance.

Program using

To provide correct batch contacts changing operation, it is necessary to adhere to the following operations sequence:

1. Make a backup copy of contacts in a manual mode (recommended)

2. Install and run MyAddressDB program

3. Create a backup copy of the contact information on the device (menu “Operations|Make Backup”)

4. Setup parameters («Prefix/ChangeTo»)

5. Press «Apply Changes» button

6. Check results and restore from backup copy (menu “Operations|Restore from backup») if necessary, than repeat steps 4-5

7. Perform HotSync operation

8. Delete backup copy if need (menu «Operation|Delete Backup»)

Backup copy making (manual)

I want to remind, that the program works only with the built-in contacts application. I strongly recommend backup the original contacts information before any work with MyAddressDB program.

· Connect your device to a computer on which Palm Desktop is installed and make HotSync operation;

· Search for folder containing contacts database:
<Installation PalmDesktop Path>\<user name>\address.
For example, C:\Program Files\palmOne\id\address
· Copy all files from this folder to another one, for example
C:\BackupAddressDB20051005
If you device supports VFS memory operations (has an CF/MMC/SD/MS slot or additional internal drive), you can copy your contacts database from device memory to card. You can use it with third-party applications, for example Filez (http://www.nosleep.net). If you built-in contacts application named Address Book, copy AddressDB database, if you have Contacts – search for Contacts-PAdd.

Probably, procedure of manual reserve copying will seem excessive reinsurance; however if you actively use your contacts application presence of a backup copy can save many nervous cages.
Installation and runnig

Install MyAddressDB.prc file on your device through HotSync and run.

Backup copy making on a device

On first start, program will analyze database presence and will make backup copy AddressDB or Contacts-PAdd automatically. It will be saved as AddrDBOld (ContactsOld), which will be deleted subsequently if need. However do it not earlier, than you are convinced of correctness of the received results.

Setup parameters
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Last Backup points to latest backup copy date and time. “Absent”  means that no backup made. (In this case, chances of data restoration after unsuccessful replacement will be less. So, be accurate!).

Use menu command “Make Backup” to create new backup copy (the previous backup copy will be lost). To removal of an existing backup copy, use “Delete Backup” menu command. “Restore from backup” will restore the contacts data from an existing backup copy.

Setup “Prefix” and “Change to” parameters:

· Prefix is a sequence of digits in the beginning of a phone number with which you wish to replace. Will be taken into account only digits though you can enter any symbols for your convenience. Non-digits will be ignored both in given your contacts data, and in this field. Thus, if you will enter:       

+7(812)1

that it will meet to any combinations, including

+7(812)1
7812-1
78121
7-812-1

and so on

· Change to is that sequence of digits with which you want to replace a prefix. It is same rules, as for a prefix – only digits are taken into account. Replacement is made also only with digits that allows to minimize changes, for example:

Prefix: <+7(812)1>, Change to <+7(812)7>.

results: 

78121563909 -> 78127563909
+7-812-1563898 -> +7-812-7563909
7(812)1563909 (RU) -> 7(812)7563909 (RU)

The first pair «Prefix/Change to» will be applied while scanning contacts data after pressing «Apply Changes» button. The second pair «Prefix/Change to» will be applied only if not empty. Sometimes it will more conveniently than make two separate changing operations. For example, my local operator made changes in a numbering plan as follows: all numbers 7(812)1 become  7(812)7, except 7(812)177, that was changed to 7(812)771. You can see these parameters as defaults while first program startup.

Note1. If you leave empty string in a first prefix, it will mean any number. After operation, “Change to” combination will be added for each phone number. Be careful with this option!

Note 2.  It is not necessarily that digits count at “Prefix” and “Change to” will be same. Thus, it is possible to add or delete digits in phone numbers.

Note 3. First pair «Prefix/Change to» must be entered. Second pair may be empty.

After entering parameters into the fields, press "Apply Changes” button. Phone book will be scanned and modified as given. Launch Address Book (Contacts), applications to check results.

Attention! Sometimes, contacts record original sort order may be broken after changing. Launch Address Book (Contacts), to correct this. Open Options|Preferences, change sort order “List By” to another and press “OK”. Then, repeat operation with original sort order.

Restoring from backup

If you’ll receive wrong results, you can rollback changes by restoring original contacts database from backup copy. Run MyAddressDB and choose «Restore from backup». You will be prompted about this operation (with backup date\time showing). Be cautious! If you added any contacts after creation of a backup copy they will be lost. After restoration you can try to execute changes once again.

Transferring results to Palm Desktop

When you are completely satisfied with the changes, it is possible to make HotSync operation. Thus all changes will be reflected in Palm Desktop data too.

Removing backup and program from device

Probably, you want to remove the superfluous data from the device. It can be executed in two ways:

· Backup copy removing
Start MyAddressDB, choose menu command "Delete Backup".

· Program and backup copy removing
Lauch Applitations, choose App|Delete, search for line with MyAddressDB name, tap «Delete», then «Done»

Troubleshooting

1. The backup copy on the device was removed, but there was a necessity of restoration of the data. I yet did not perform operation HotSync.

For restoration of initial contacts information, it is necessary to copy the data from Palm Desktop to the device.

Run Palm Desktop and choose HotSync|Custom command, dialog «Custom» will be showed. Choose right user at the bottom and scroll to line Contacts in a Conduit list (or Address in early versions), press “Change…” and change current setting (usually «Synchronize the files») to «Desktop overwrites handheld», then press OK. 

Make HotSync, all your contacts will be sent to your device. Remember: If you added new contacts to device after latest HotSync, this data will be lost. Don’t forget to return conduit action preference back (HotSync | Custom, Contacts -> «Synchronize the files»).


2. The backup copy on the device was removed, but there was a necessity of restoration of the data. I have already had time to perform operation HotSync.

So, the changes made by MyAddressDB on the device, was transferred on Palm Desktop. Anything it is not lost yet, especially if you have followed my advice and have executed manual copying the data of directory Palm Desktop. Make the following:

· Close Palm Desktop, if it running;

· Copy backup folder contents back to the folder 
<Installation PalmDesktop Path>\<user name>\address, with all files overwriting;

· Run Palm Desktop, tune HotSync for Contacts as described above (HotSync| Custom, Contacts -> «Desktop overwrites handheld»);

· Make HotSync;

· Restore HotSync preference for Contacts (HotSync|Custom, Contacts -> «Synchronize the files»).

3. The backup copy on the device was removed, but there was a necessity of restoration of the data. I have already had time to perform operation HotSync. I have not made manual reserve copying the address folder in Palm Desktop!

It is precipitately. But you have a chance. Try to find files of a backup copy in an Archive folder (it is a “Valhalla” for removed databases):

 
<Installation PalmDesktop Path>\<user name>\Archive\AddrDBOld.pdb

or

<Installation PalmDesktop Path>\<user name>\Archive\ ContactsOld.pdb

If you have found one of these files, restoration is possible. Install program file MyAddressDB.prc together with the found one on the device with HotSync, run and choose menu command “Operations|Restore from backup”. Don’t forget to check results (to throw away these changes, do actions according to q.1).

Further, to transfer the information on Palm Desktop, Start Palm Desktop, make HotSync adjustment  for Contacts so that the data on the device had advantage:

HotSync| Custom, Contacts -> «Handheld overwrites handheld»
Then execute operation HotSync once again. The data will be transferred on Palm Desktop. Don’t forget to restore HotSync setting for Contacts conduit (HotSync|Custom, Contacts - > "Synchronize the files").

Conclusion 

There is one remark for all restoration methods: carefully check changes before begin changing  contacts database, it will help to avoid mess and "the disappeared contacts" after restoration from a backup copy.

The author will be grateful, if you inform about the found out mistakes or wishes. Write on the address id@loniis.ru.

